
Lost and FOund
We are committed to minimizing lost and
found items, and we ask for your
cooperation by labeling all your
students belongings. Labeled Clothes
tend to make their way home better. Also
if you are at the school please have a
look to see if anything belongs to your
students. Anything that is not claimed
will be donated to a local Charity on a
regular bases.

February 1  - 28   - Black History Monthst th

February 3              -  Coins for Books - Jersey/Hat Day &rd

       
February 10           - SAC 5:30pm & PTA 6:30pmth

February 10           - Coins for Books - Backwards Day!th

February 11            - French Immersion Info Sessionth

February 12           - PTA Valentines Dance 6:30pmth

February 14           - Valentines Dayth

February 16           - Family Day (No School)th

February 17            - Lunar New Yearth

February 17            - Coins for Books - Crazy/Funky Hair Day!th

February 17            - Chinese Lunar New Yearth

February 18           - First day of Ramadanth

FebruaryFebruary
HPCS Newsletter

Upcoming Dates
Tia Upshaw Presentation



to head to the HRCE registration page

https://www.hrce.ca/families/student-registration-updates


This month in Coin français, we are sharing information about
rug hooking and its connection to French culture and
traditions. 

Rug hooking is a traditional craft that has been passed down through
generations in many Francophone communities, especially in Acadian and
Quebec cultures. Families often worked together to create handmade
rugs using small strips of fabric. These rugs told stories about daily life,
nature, and community, and helped preserve cultural traditions through
creativity and sharing. 

We are also wondering if any families may have rug hooking supplies
such as hooks, frames, or yarn that they would be willing to donate. We
are planning to begin some rug hooking projects at school in the near
future and would greatly appreciate any support. If you are able to help,
please let us know at NFawthrop-Pooler@hrce.ca.

To continue building our French vocabulary at home, here are some
numbers you can practice with your child, along with how they sound:

one → un (uhn)
two → deux (duh)
three → trois (twah)
four → quatre (kat-ruh)
five → cinq (sank)
six → six (seess)
seven → sept (set)
eight → huit (weet)
nine → neuf (nuf)
ten → dix (deess)

French’s Corner



African Heritage Month in Nova Scotia is a time to
recognize and celebrate the rich history, vibrant
culture, and lasting contributions of people of
African descent in our province. This year’s theme,
“Strength in Unity – Moving Forward with Purpose,
Prosperity, Power and Progress,” reminds us of the
importance of coming together as a community,
learning from one another, and moving forward with
shared purpose.
In our schools, African Heritage Month provides
meaningful opportunities for students to explore
African Nova Scotian histories and experiences, deepen
their understanding of our shared past, and reflect on
the values of respect, inclusion, and belonging. Through
classroom learning, discussions, and activities
connected to this year’s theme, students are
encouraged to appreciate diversity, build empathy, and
recognize the strength that comes from unity. These
experiences help foster welcoming school communities
and inspire students to contribute positively to a more
inclusive and equitable future for all.

FEBRUARY IS FEBRUARY IS 
African Heritage Month 
African Heritage Month 



http://www.itistiaupshaw.com/


PTA Meeting: Our next meeting will take place online on Tuesday, February 10  at
6:30pm. The link will be shared on the HPCS PTA Facebook page prior to the

meeting start time. All are welcome to attend!

th

PTA News

We cannot make events happen without your help! Check registration forms and the
HPCS PTA Facebook page for volunteer sign up links.

Valentine’s Dance: Join us on Thursday,
February 12  at 6:30pm for our annual

Valentine’s Dance. Registration forms will
be sent home and admission is $10 per

family.

th

Placing an order with Mabel’s Labels? 
You can search for our school under their Support a Fundraiser tab when

placing an order (or click the orange link below for a direct link). A
percentage of the value of your order will go towards supporting our school.

Stay tuned for more fundraisers including Make It Sow seed fundraiser, the
annual Spring Hop and the Spring BBQ.

Upcoming Events

https://mabelslabels.ca/en-CA/fundraising/support


Sharing on behalf of Unplugged Canada
Many digital platforms today, including social media, online
gaming and AI chat tools, are designed to keep kids scrolling
and engaged, often exposing them to addictive features, adult
content, and interactions they may not be developmentally
ready to handle. 
Here is a resource that outlines some of the most common
social media, gaming, and AI chat platforms, helping families
better understand the risks, start meaningful conversations at
home, and consider delaying smartphones and access to these
apps until kids are more developmentally ready.

Unplugged Canada is a parent-led, national movement
advocating for healthier childhoods by delaying smartphones
and social media until kids are more developmentally ready.
Join thousands of Canadian families choosing to delay by
taking the Unplugged Canada Pledge at
unpluggedcanada.com/sign-pledge.

Online Platform Risks From Unplugged Canada

This February 3rd, 10th and February 17th, our school will be participating in the
annual Tattletales Coins for Books Campaign. HPCS Library will benefit from
100% of the funds raised and will go towards new books for our library, plus an
extra percentage contributed by Tattletales.
Celebrate our Team Spirit for books with “Toonie Tuesday” on February 3rd, 10th
& February 17th. 

February 3rd: Wear a hat, shirt, jersey from your favorite team or any
jersey.
February 10th: Backwards Day. Wear your clothes or hat backwards.
February 17th: Funky Hair Day. Get creative and style your hair a little bit
differently.

Bring in coins to fill your class bucket, then drop them off in the ‘giant
container’ in the library.
Thank you for supporting this fun Literacy Fundraiser..Mrs. Gaudet

COINS FOR BOOKS
from our library 

https://unpluggedcanada.com/sign-pledge/


Power Outages information for families

If classes are cancelled: 
HRCE will notify families by email and text. 
Families of elementary students will also
receive a phone call before dismissal. 

Deciding to close schools during a power outage
is never simple, but safety is always our top
priority. We understand that cancellations can be
inconvenient, and our goal is to keep students
learning in class whenever possible. 
More information about school cancellations for
any reason can be found here.

A Reminder on Morning Drop-Off 
A REMINDER - Please keep in mind that our playground supervision starts at 8:20 AM.
Students should not be arriving to school prior to this time. To keep our entryways clear
and safe, please ensure students do not wait at the front doors or ring the bell for early
entry. Thank you for your help in making our mornings run smoothly!

Nova Scotia Heritage Day is celebrated on Monday, February 16, and provides an opportunity for students and
families to learn more about the people, stories, and events that have shaped our province. Each year,
Heritage Day honours a notable Nova Scotian, and in 2026 we recognize Joseph William Comeau, an important
Acadian poet, writer, and cultural leader.
Joseph William Comeau is remembered for his contributions to Acadian literature and for helping to preserve
and promote Acadian language, identity, and culture in Nova Scotia. His work reflected the everyday lives,
resilience, and traditions of Acadian communities, and his legacy continues to influence Acadian culture
today.
Heritage Day provides us with an opportunity to explore Nova Scotia’s diverse history and to better
understand how individuals from different backgrounds have contributed to our shared story. Learning about
Joseph William Comeau helps students appreciate the richness of Acadian heritage and the importance of
preserving culture, language, and community.

February 16 is Heritage 
Day 

https://www.hrce.ca/families/cancellations


Did you know? HRCE takes great care when making the decision to alter the
regular operations of schools and school buses in the event of severe or
inclement weather.  
It is HRCE’s goal to communicate any changes to the regular operations of
schools and/or buses as close to 6:00 a.m. as possible. A 6:00 a.m.
announcement could be: 

All schools are delayed in opening by two hours and bus pickups are
delayed by two hours; or  
All schools are open, but some or all busses are not operating for the day;
or 
Some schools (either individually or by family) are closed for the day; or 
All schools are closed for the day.  

 
If weather deteriorates, or is forecasted to worsen throughout the morning, an
11:00 a.m. announcement could be: 

Bussed students will be picked up two hours earlier than their regular
dismissal time; and 
Walking students will be dismissed at their regularly scheduled lunch hour.  

How will I find out? 
By email to the addresses in PowerSchool 
By text message, if you have opted-in. If you aren’t sure if you have opted-
in, text Y to the following number: 978338 
On the HRCE website  
On Instagram  

It’s important to always have a plan in place for childcare in the event of any
cancellation. Please remember: As a parent or guardian you always have the
choice of whether or not to send your child to school. 
For more information on how HRCE manages during inclement weather, visit
hrce.ca/families/cancellations. 

Inclement Weather Policy

https://www.hrce.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/hrce_ns/
https://hrce.ca/families/cancellations



